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A SOCIOLOGICAL DOSSIER:
THE GREAT GATSBY




The Incident and the Diagnosis
— P>
The Subject:

Jay Gatsby, a bootlegger masquerading as an
Oxford-educated aristocrat.

The Incident:

Found dead in a West Egg swimming pool, |
collateral damage in an Old Money domestic é
dispute.

The Diagnosis:

The Great Gatsby is frequently misremembered
as a tragic romance. It is actually a brutal critique
of a closed-loop socio-economic system. Gatsby
did not fail because his love was insufficient; he
failed because he attempted to buy his way into an
aristocracy defined by its exclusion of outsiders.

=




The Geography of Class and Morality

The Valley of Ashes: The
inescapable friction point. The
industrial dumping ground where
the working poor exist unseen.

New York City

The Valley of Ashes
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Inherited wealth, white palaces,
and generational arrogance.

East Egg: The fortress of Old Money.

EAST EGG
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WEST EGG

West Egg: The outpost of New Money.
Bootleggers, theatrical producers,
and raw, gaudy ambition.
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Regional Alignment Matrix

& East Egg N West Egg e d Valley of Ashes 2
(The Aristocracy) (The Nouveau Riche) (The Working Poor)

Key Representatives: Key Representative: Key Representatives:
f Tom & Daisy Buchanan Jay Gatsby George & Myrtle Wilson
Source of Wealth: Source of Wealth: Source of Wealth:
\ Generational / Inherited Illicit (Bootlegging, Grain | None (Labor exploitation)
Alcohol)
o : S . Defining Trait:
Defining Trait: Defining Trait: H(?pl;lei%n;sasl 2
Destructive Carelessness ||||(Blind, Gaudy Romanticism . .
Smouldering Desperation




| ¢
li - ™ il
4 The Observer’s Funnel “l\l

Nick Carraway begins as a self-proclaimed tolerant observer but is funneled into
profound disillusionment. He serves as our proxy, slowly realizing the foul dust
floating in the wake of the American Dream.

o Top (Wide/Tolerant)

L “In consequence, I’'m inclined to reserve all
judgements... a matter of infinite hope.”
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Middle (The Squeeze)

= Exposure to Tom'’s brutality, Gatsby’s illicit ties
to Wolfshiem, and Daisy’s hollow reality.

Bottom (Narrow/Cynical)

- “Twanted the world to be in uniform and at a
sort of moral attention forever.”
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The Raw Material

James Gatz

North Dakota farm
boy. Writes General

Resolves to improve
his mind and escape
his shiftless parents.
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Step 2:
The Catalyst

Dan Cody’s Yacht

Exposure to pioneer
debauchery and
extreme wealth on the
Tuolomee. Gatz
creates his Platonic
conception of himself.

The Rejection

Camp Taylor & Daisy

A penniless officer
who takes Daisy under
false pretenses. He
goes to war; she
marries Tom

Buchanan's bulk and

The Final Product

Jay Gatsby

Oxford-claimant,
bootlegger, and
proprietor of an

elaborate West Egg
roadhouse. An illusion
engineered entirely to

win back the past.
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Tom Buchanan

Power Source:
A cruel body and limitless Old Money.

View of the Past:
Wants to freeze the status quo; anxious
about maintaining dominant race control.

Core Flaw:
Brutal arrogance and physical egotism.

Jay Gatsby

Power Source:
Illicit New Money and an extraordinary
gift for hope.

View of the Past:
Believes the past can be literally repeated
and rewritten.

Core Flaw:
Unwavering belief in his own
manufactured illusion.
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Operational Strategy: The Net

Gatsby’s legendary parties were not acts of
of hospitality; they were an extravagant,

| targeted trap.
- -
“In his blue gardens men and girls came and went like moths
@ among the whisperings and the champagne and the stars.”

t.,
“The True Purpose: To cast a wide enough net of notorlety that Daisy Buchanan mlght

accidentally wander across the bay and into his house.”

e The Investment: Pitfuls of orchestras, hydroplanes, and juice extractors capable of
handling — two hundred oranges in half an hour.

e The ROI: Zero. The guests conducted themselves according to the rules of behaviour
associated with an amusement park.
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The Object of Desire

Daisy Buchanan is less a human being to
Gatsby than the physical embodiment of the
class he wishes to conquer. She is safe, proud,
and gleaming above the struggles of the poor.
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“Her voice is full of money.”

The Ultimate Realization A

When Gatsby makes this admission to Nick, the
tragic core of the novel snaps into focus. The
inexhaustible charm, the jingle, the cymbals’ song
of her voice—Gatsby is not just chasing a woman;
he is chasing the security and invulnerability of
L generational wealth. y




The Green Light

The unattainable, orgiastic
future. Initially representing
Daisy, it ultimately symbolizes
the deceptive promise of the
American Dream itself.

The Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg

The blind, uncaring judgment
of a hollowed-out God,
brooding over the moral
wasteland created by
unchecked capitalism.

The Valley of Ashes

The physical manifestation of
moral decay and the human
cost—the foul dust—Ileft in

the wake of the wealthy’s
careless pursuits.




The Catalyst of Heat and Truth

Fitzgerald perfectly aligns environmental WV Gatsby’s

tension with narrative collapse. On the hottest t wPersona A
day of the summer, fueled by mint juleps and Yy >
claustrophobia, the illusion shatters. — _ -

Key Friction Points:

1. Tom exposes Gatsby’s “drugstores” (selling
grain alcohol) with Meyer Wolfshiem.
2. Gatsby demands Daisy erase history:

¥ >
“Just tell him the truth—that you never loved
him—and it’s all wiped out forever.”

3. Daisy’s courage breaks under the weight of
Old Money practicality. She cannot abandon
her secure reality for a common swindler.
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The Ecosystem of Carelessness

The tragedy’s aftermath proves
Nick’s ultimate thesis: Old Money
operates within an

impenetrable field of protection. Tom & Daisy:

The Wealth Bubble |

Wy si'

Myrtle Gatsby George
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“They were careless people, Tom and Daisy—they smashed up things and
creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast carelessness... /
® and let other people clean up the mess they had made.” ol
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Mechanics:
Daisy drives the yellow car that kills Myrtle. Tom directs an armed, deranged George Wilson to Gatsby’s house.
Tom and Daisy pack their bags and leave no address. The lower classes are eradicated; the aristocracy remains untouched.
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The Trajectory of a Rigged Dream

Henry Gatz proudly displays his
son’s boyhood General Resolves
(study, save money, work hard),
believing Jimmy achieved the
traditional American Dream.

The grim reality of the data shows
that honest labor only leads to the
Valley of Ashes. Gatsby achieved
financial velocity entirely by breaking
the law with Wolfshiem, and it
culminated in a pool of his own blood.

Prosperity / Success

The Gatsby

Reality J




Syn’rhesis
Anatomy of a Failed Dream

The Great Gatsby remains a masterpiece because
of its brutal honesty. Gatsby’s failure was an
architectural guarantee, not a romantic misfortune.

The Verdict:

The ‘Green Light’ was a fixed game. No amount
of new money, silk shirts, or extravagant parties
could buy the pedigree required to breach East Egg

Gatsby was doomed the moment he believed the
American Dream applied equally to everyone. He
bought into the illusion, and the illusion killed him.




The Final Assessment

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgiastic
future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us
then, but that’s no matter—tomorrow we will run
faster, stretch out our arms further... And one
fine morning—

So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back



