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Location 1: Marlott \
. (The Vale of Blackmoor)

Stagnant, sheltered, heavily
wooded. The site of ignorant
innocence and suffocating

family burden.
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The Topography of Fate Across Three
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) o Location 2:
&1  Trantridge & The Chase

An ancient, dark, primeval forest

adjacent to the new, garish red brick
of the Stoke-d'Urberville estate.

The site of danger and the Fall.
Here, the m::eufpaﬂt is swallowed |
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(Valley of the Great Dairies) | \"i

The River Froom. Clear, rapid

waters and lush green meads.

The site of natural rebirth and
the Rally. g
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‘Whim

T

Parson Trin idl
reveals the d' Urberville

- It was only my whim... our
impulses are too strong for
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| ™ The Antiquar}r‘- \

lineage to John Durbeyfield b

| our j_{tdgemfﬂt sometimes. ¢

.f The Intoxication
| of Pride

John gets drunk at
Rolliver's to celebrate
his finer skillentons.

Joan imagines a grand
marriage for Tess.
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~ The Sleep-Deprived
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The Domino Eftect of Coincidence and Tragedy
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% |l The Death of
(0@ | Prince

\ The mail-cart
ey | impales the horse.

Journey i.

Tess and little Abraham |
must deliver the beehives
at 2:00 AM because John

is incapacitated.
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| / The Guilt-Driven ]1
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Believing she killed her
i=5) family’s livelihood, Tess
| " agrees to claim kin at
Trantridge.

Tis all my doing—all
mine!
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The Dead |

{:.The d’UrberVilles;__!-

Rows of effigies in vaults.
A knightly lineage providing

zero practical salvation.

<«<——— Purbeck-marble
tombstone

The Living | = -, S R
e e | N\ A/I The Durbeyfield Ship ‘
\} % Six crealures, who
v : Z | : ﬁaﬁmwfﬁey
S aripedyoh e on cofl
W N g W@MW them.
LR V...

. . Pedigree and ancestral skeletons do not help Tess in her life’s battle.
Z ~ The glory of the dead serves only to accelerate the ruin of the living. R
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"/, The Genuine Relic versus The Commercial Impostor
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The Durbeyfields of Marlott

The Stoke-d’Urbervilles of Trantridge_

shillings; ruined physical constitution.

Lineage:  Genuine lineal representatives of Lineage:  Completely spurious. Name annexed
Sir Pagan d’Urberville. from the British Museum by a merchant.
Wealth: Absolute penury; chronically few Wealth: Commercial fortune from money-

lending in the North.

Motivations: Fatalistic pride; waiting for
Providence.

Motivations: Predatory indulgence; purchasing
respectability.




The May-Day Dance and the Missed Connectin
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2 A ‘ The Vessel of Emotion I— /& P TN A

\ of her life was a mere vessel 77 e
v .. of emotion unlinclured by m%wm Viswaly

. .____*_“r f"’ E'A}S’GW bl
=t % ‘“-- ‘ The Maladroit Delay |
;

Angel Clare stops briefly, dances with someone else, and leaves.

The calll seldom produces the comer, the man to love rarely coincides with




/5% The Enclosing Ring
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\\ /777 Ring 1: Economic Ruin
1y /¢ . - -lq-ﬁﬂ ;
S The death of Prince leaves the
family starving. Tess owes a

Ring 2: Alec’s Leverage =~ =7 |

Alec buys her father a new
cob and sends toys to the

debt of guilt. children, turning gratitude
e into inescapable obligation.
j M\
e : ' :
,.ug_,}% : Ring 3: Physical Exhaustion
- ;'3@ q The chaotic, drunken fairat - ~ vy : : _ ;
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The Silence of the Guardians
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| ﬁle Event

Alec d’Urberville locates the sleeping Tess
in the blackness of the primaeval forest.

| The Theological Void

|| Where was Tess’s guardian angel? Where
was the providence of her simple faith?
Hardy suggests the gods are either sleeping,
talking, or acting like wanton boys who kill
| us for their sport.

| The Coars;Apprqpri_ates_ the Fl;l;

An immeasurable social chasm immediately
divides her from her previous self.
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_The Sudden Glare of Societal Judgment = s |*
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Two Lenses on the Fall: Nature versus Society

‘The Law of Society The Law of Nature
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Waw, but no baw known to the

erviornment. |
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Assimilation into the Landscape
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Loss of Margin

A woman is a portion of the
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The Ticking Machine
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The Maternal Instinct
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The Apotheosis of the Girl-Mother

e

The Ritual:

¥ L —seee— -
| At 1:00 AM, in her white nightgown,
Tess extemporizes the baptism.

=ITE SORROW, 1 baptize thee in the
| | name of the Father...

-1 The Transformation: &
1= —soHer- — %

R|E The ecstasy of faith transfigures her. 1c
BT her siblings, she is no longer their sister
s I Sissy, but a towering, divine personage | fwﬂ

2E of immaculate beauty.

The Crisis: i | The Irony: | ;
T Al . SR T
The infant is dying. John Durbeyfield, ST The Vicar later admits the baptism is just |
protecting his noble pride, loeks the = | the same in the eyes of God, yet refusesa _;__ ||
door so the parson cannot enter. N || proper burial due gﬁﬂmfﬂmmd mle'% i
_ | ~ ||
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The Allotment of the Damned
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The Label

S

Keelwell’s Marmalade.

—SeagfaaE—

The Meaning

— S —

What matter was it that on the outside
of the jar the eye of mere observation

noted the words ‘Keelwell’s

| Marmalade’? The eye of maternal
affection did not see them in its vision
| of higher things.

e —

The Aftermath

Sorrow the Undesired breathes bis last.
Tess realizes that if Providence denies
salvation over a technicality, she does not
‘value that heaven.
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Thesis: True /au/d@& is not an accidental physical state preserved by luck, but a matter
of intent, conscience, and alignment with the zegeneralive power _l?é nalure. ——7

_ Tess’s trauma in The Chase was a yielding to exhaustion
1. The I_anﬂ]e_cl Fall ‘ and deceit, not an act of malice or inherent vice.

e ———
SE=K P

S : Despite Alec offering her wealth and comfort, she utterly re;eﬁs
¥ 4 |2 . The Rejection of Vice ‘ him, preferring harsh physical labor over spiritual prostitution.

SESLTEDC
| : ' Her fierce dedication to saving Sorrow’s soul demonstrates a
| 3. The Maternal Conscience | : : ; .
| ' profound, innate morality that outshines the local vicar.

H

Conclusmn Tess remains “A Pure Woman,

faithfully presented.




Moving Waters: The Journey to Talbothay
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| Upward Slope (Spring)

. The stir of germination

Some apirit within her
rose automatically as
the sap in the twigs.

Time / Seasons

e e
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The Rhythm of the Bart

1. 4:30 PM Call

The call of Waow! waow!
ecﬁoin? across the meads.

2. The Gathering

Time/Cycle

y The ved and white herd
ngﬂem&}zg

e ;
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Context: In this environment, Tess is valued for her skill (she can milk a cow clean), not just
her physical appearance. The rhythmic, predictable work allows her nervous system to reset.
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The Suitors of Circumstance
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Ale

¢ d’Urberville (The Pf“ﬁ’dﬂfé;)“?

. , . -”?1 0 sttion - and the kiss ﬂ_f mﬁff'?:l_'_'

Sl
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Nature: Swarthy, badly molded \*
full lips, bold rolling eye. A \

creature of commercial wealth and

force.

Tactic: Economic leverage. Traps
her through manufactured obligations
(saving her family from starvation).

Dynamic: Mastery, phyzical

on the terrifying cart ride.
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Opposing

Forces

F

.......

Angel Clare (The Fleeting Ideal)
SR ‘o .1______ =

e 4

lea)fff student. Associated with the white

N\ pairing if fate had aligned, /57

Nature: Desultory, tentative

tie of the curate, though uncribbed.

Tactic: Intellectual distance. He leaves
the May-Day dance because he prioritizes |
reading A Counterblast to Agnosticism.

Dynamic: A transient impression.
A mussed opportunity representing
what could have been a natural /i




“The Invincible Instinct Towards Sellf-Delight i
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Structured bullets _ Structures bullets Structuree bullets T_ess stands on thé threshold
She swwives the humiliation She vejects the cushing weight | She integiates into the flowing, | her new bffe as daiymaid Jess—a
e L | | emerged fundamentally puvee.
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