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& The Epic Lifi

Saint Theresa passionate, ideal nature
demanded an epic life.
P - coberent social faith
v, Vi /. f — domestic reality
The Filter AT L))

Dim lights and
tangled circumstance

o k', e )\ /{ ; { : :
S\ __ limits of variation
=g in a woman’s lot

_‘3‘@

—
-—
-

= & =
%The Result\
A life of mistakes... -
' afoundress of nothing."
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| “ Nd&es in the Provincial Web of Loamshlre |

Tracing the interconnected estates and families of a society in flux.

Lowick Manor
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Rev. Edward Casaubon.
Wealthy, scholarly, :'
melancholic, ‘law-thirsty’. =}

/=" The Brooke Family. ~~
: Benevolent intentions, relaxed

Lh ; 4 . =
/= The Vincys, Bulstrode,
A, and Peter Featherstone.
ﬂ_{ Manufacturing, medicine, and
\h)\- the gravity of inheritance. /¢
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Diagnostic Matrix: The Brooke Sisters of Tipton Grange

Two manifestations of orphaned gentility, filtered through opposing phllnsnphles
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/ ~ Disposition: Ascetic & Theoretic.
S “Enamoured of intensity and greatness.” %‘I

DlSpﬂSltmn Pragmatlc & Aesthetm Possesses
“common-sense which is able to accept
momentous dnctrmes without eccentric agltatlnn

""*'5"‘,*’" E Attire: Bare nf style resembles a Blessed Virgin Attlre Mlldl coquettish; notices trimmings;
LYIRNES by an Italian painter; frlppery seen as a prefers wnrldly reality to martyrdom. Y

1:.-.-..._

AR huckster s ambition.”

3+ Perception of Men: Seeks a husband who is a i Perception of Men: Astute observer of social
5 " “sort of father” who could teach her Hebrew; cues and physical flaws (e.g., scraping spoons,
'. blmd to conventional romance. ' blinking).
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e S ' The Jewel Box: A Test of Puritanic Toleration

A momentary lapse where color penetrates the ascetic armor.

Dorothea’s

Celia’s Domain: Rationalization:

Fits Celia’s Kept by Dorothea. She A
“Henrietta-Maria justifies the aesthetic e
style” perfectly. thrill by merging it with '/

“mystic religious joy,
comparing them to |
fragments of heaven ~
from the Revelation of |
St. John. |

Dorothea’s Rejection:

Considers the cross a The Irony Point:
spiritual burden, not She immediately

a trinket. Shudders at laments the “miserable
the thought of men” who mine and

pirouetting in jewels. work them, yet keeps

them anyway.
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NI The Anatomy of a “Miscellaneous Mind” e Y8

A I Ve Mr. Brooke’s intellect is a collection of unorganized documents and abandoned theories. >N |

A weather vane: = \2
“Conclusions as difficult

to predict as the weather; = =
acts with benevolent £
intentions but spends as
little money as possible.”

A pile of travel journals:
“Traveled in his younger
years... contracted a too
rambling habit of mind.”

e il
i
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Spilled papers labeled
“Adam Smith” and

“Romilly”: Ny o 'ﬂ;;':." A snuff-box:
“Took in all the HEW | Lt ] Tightly clutched. “Lax
ideas at one time... S A N = | about all interests

but pulled up in time.” except the retention of
his snuff-box.”




N S Specimen Comparison: The Suitors of Tipton i
; AV Pt A diagnostic look at the “blooming Englishman” vs. the “dried bookworm.” |
N s j Sir James Chettam | Rev. Edward Casaubon Eﬁ,}

5 Attributes: Over 45,

hands, excellent human \ |

dﬂugh

Motivation: | |
Wantsawifeufr‘ih —
property qualification

| whn wn?i let him be the
“masculine mind” (the |
birch-tree over the palm).

Offerings: A chestnut /

| |
Az horse, a Maltese puppy, || /§ g | |
‘:'. -:-'"-I_ ! agrlcultural ‘% L i . i ._ Z = (‘%:j )ﬁ} B . ; .-: o E
§¥s . | improvements. ?%J{ " o Bﬁ%ﬂ 35)
A —a T ' — ik s

Attributes: g% _ &qé g\ _ 7
Red-whiskered, dimpled ¢ A P\ g

wealthy, “two white

/ moles with hairs on them?”,

Motivation: Seeking a

_—— reader for his evenings

and female tendance

for his declining

years his passion is a
‘shallow rill.”

clergy, Blbhcal
Cosmology, a grand
path of knowledge.

:@@ Ledger Nﬂte' Dorﬂthea interprets Sir James’s Vltall as trmah
ﬂ"f Casaubﬂn S physmal and emotional sterility as “a great soul.
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\ Offerings: The Vaudois S

xxxxxxxxxx




o The Key to All Mythologies: A Labyrinth of Sterile Scholarshlp
A An attempt to prove all mythologies are corruptions of a single revealed tradition.

| =4 ,
L) Casaubon’s Mind:
v [ T e £Hs g The ghost of an ancient,
- el L .
L [CE EB‘LIE",‘““ agf_'f’ éppﬂcéa . tfm - — wandering about the world
T .
asaubon s unachieved condensa ]Dﬂ). = -i--,"n_u . and tl'}"lﬂg [I'IE[I!B."}" to
| construct it... in spite of ruin.
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ocndiciol 2 J;; 2 '%':;I*L\‘x I;Il;r-'
The Anatomy of a Proposal ¥ 8
A collision of frigid rhetoric and passionate self-delusion. | Nl

Casaubon’s Letter

e, L

© @)

Cacaubon, the pesfoctly spaced o indacny wedling the andling
it ety spaced i foumeal pinyling effsence.
“Exclusive fitness to supply that need”

MH,W CBLLDWERE., suﬂ{mt,#aﬁerwﬂm Mi.d-’.t‘:‘u m&uﬂd‘nm. o
mmm?m&qmimmm&ﬁuﬂpﬁ, ceecd. o e Lial o aaes
Erraerrssiot #EFJMMFH-M%’I* and cadecleaces. sanen ceoment,

“Adapted to supply aid in graver labors

ihfmmﬁ.i{d-td"- Fﬁm@ ,mm;;tﬂm

“Resignation to solitude.”
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/ (A, Diagnostic Label: The Neophyte’s Illusion.

" ¢ She does not critically examine the letter. She I\

W%/ projects an ideal life onto his words, treating _~(\ )
WA/~ him like a “Protestant Pope.” _—

Diagnostic Label: The Language of a Syllabus.

Written with the precise, balanced sing-song neatness
of a public statement or a diplomatic envoy.
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The Gossip

Mr. Brooke
Scolds him with friendly

frankness. Threatens to expose

him as a Whig if he lets
Dorothea marry Casaubon.

The diplomatist of Tipton and Freshitt whose mind acts as “active phosphorus.”

& Matchmaking Node: Mrs. Cadwallader

Edward Casaubon

Views him as a “great bladder
for dried peas to rattle in” and a
“death’s head skinned over.”

Mrs. Callader

Immeasurably high birth, descended
from unknown earls, cuts jokes,
mitigates uncommuted tithe.

Sir James Chettam

The Redirection. Having failed to match
him with Dorothea, she immediately
redirects his wounded pride toward the
“more docile” Celia.

et Al S e = R - o Fee IR T e T erls D e . i el B B

%‘g< Base Note: “

You can know little of women by following them about in their pony-phaetons.” >g <>
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Lowick Manor: The Architecture of Melancholy &
A house requiring children and open windows, trapped in an autumnal decline.
L =g

Celia’s View |

Despairs at the gloom; prefers the
white freestone and pillared
portico of Freshitt Hall.
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The Anomaly Mr. Wlll Ladlslaw

A sudden intrusion of youth and rebellion
into Lowick’s static environment.
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(R |

“Pegasus rejecting the ‘harness’ of a

Ml profession. Intolerant of fetters. Awaits ¢
5 the “beckoning of the universe.’ # |

Sketches with brio; laughs alnud at )
/|« Casaubon being a lover. His voice R
%2 is “like an Aeolian harp.”

Considers hlm inaccurate, undisposed

M to thoroughness, a recipient of




The Interiority of Edward Casaubon

The chilling realization that matrimonial joy is a mode of motion he cannot achieve.

The Diagnostic Evidence

e | “He had not won delight.”

e | “Blankness of sensibility.”

tossed ruing

e ¥ I
OF thessarld’ ) EGED | e | “The vaporous pressure of
Tartarean shades.”

@ The Dynamic T
i’ He uses Dorothea’s fresh trust and veneration
as an audience to escape his own despair and

lack of creative power. He demands female
L tendance to adorn his declining years, but  /

L fears his own emotional shallowness. _}j
e i B




The Mid

B, [

/)~ (The New Medicine) A\

Lﬂ

V introduce new itf!eas
& on ventilation/diet. é

gentleman-surgeon
(Northumberland

Lydgates). \}

Agenda:

Wants to raise the

™ profession, upset

) old lowering
treatments

(cupping/blistering),

|

; == = =
Hf: -I Mr. Bul

s T T ————

dlemarch Node: Agents of Modernity

New blood, new science, and new money disrupt the provincial ecosystem.

=

F

o

strode
(ThE N ew Mﬂney)

Status: A
Wealthy banker, \ &
manufacturer by \
marriage, dim
origin,
Agenda: k)
Seeks to control
local philanthropy k%
(the new hospital): |[y’
his religion is
viewed suspiciously ()
as a cover for | =
“speckilation”.




Plain anen & Reallty
(The Objective View)

Lydgate views plain women and severe

investigation. He sees Dorothea Brooke
as “troublesome,” “too earnest,” and

“ignorant.”

The Lydgate Lens: Science vs. Society

o A brilliant medical observer suffering from a fatal blind spot in social matters. S5

facts of life with philosophy and scientifie

The Ideal Woman

(The Romantic Illusion)
Lydgate desires a woman who acts as a

bird-notes.” He abandons his objective

decorate his ambitious life.

Ledger Note: Destiny stands by sarcastic, watching a man map
the human body while entirely misreading the human heart.

]"!

relaxing “paradise with sweet laughs for

lens entirely, seeking “exquisite music” to

=




Y The Shadow of the Past:
€(  Mrs. Vincy's fother was an
4 'i"!' innKeeper, o foct the children |
i/ dasparﬂfd _y !'ry to {gﬂarﬁ '

A - A - b
N L P T, et o

R/

{ L
]

Mrs. Vincy

Radiant good-humor, forty-five years
without an angle, pink capstrings.
Admires her children but spoils them.

SN Z

Mr. Fred Vincy

Status: Failed his degree but
“equal to the best society at
college.”

The Conflict: Hates correct English
as “the slang of prigs,” gambles,
and relies entirely on mysterious
financial "Expectatiﬂns."
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amond Vincy: The Nymph of Mrs. Lemon’s School

A masterpiece of social engineering and aesthetic perfection. Vs s

* .

a
&

Physicality

| Infantine fairness, blond hair, nymph-like
| figure, exact taste in costume.
“Admitted to be the flower of the county.”

Education (Mrs. Lemon’s Curriculum)

| Propriety of speech, musical execution, and |
| “extras such as the getting in and out of a carriage.”

TR o TR TR S L RET T PSS PRSP S e

Psychology

Views her Middlemarch neighbors with quiet disdain.
Seeks to marry outside the manufacturing class to

solidify her gentility, viewing Lydgate’s haughtiness
and excellent family as the perfect escape vehicle.
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The Stone Court Tension Map: The Gravity of Inheritance

Old Peter Featherstone leverages his impending death to torment the living.

148 Orbit 1: The Vultures ' et B i | Orbit 2: The Debtor "
W%/  (Mrs. Waule & Relatives) ¥ ; : ; S (Fred Vincy) =y

Desperately hoping the land '
will pay his billiards debts.

e
e

s “Afraid of a farthing
going away from
their side.”

W “God A'mighty e, Y. .
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' == g s refusing to play the sycophant.
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The Expectation Trap: Fred Vincy’s Dilemma

When future prospects destroy present morality.

The Accusation ntract @) v o
’ .,- = et i3 7?“.-
g Featherstone confronts Fred: i :
7 “You've been paying ten per cent for money | i ) &
... mortgaging my land when I'm dead.” : siiEy
T RS

The Demand

Fred must bring a letter from Mr. Bulstrode
(the strict, religious banker) proving Fred has not been
boasting about his inheritance to secure loans. _

The Stalemate

Fred cannot ask a gentleman for such a letter without ~\%'_/
immense humiliation, but Featherstone threatens him = g &
| ~_ with five codicils and “bank-notes for a nest-egg.” a
o~ Fred is caught between his pride and his poverty. /%
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The Mirror Matrix: Rosamond Vincy vs. Mary Garth

A study in the deceptive nature of physical plainness and beauty.

=

\ - ’The G]ﬂss REﬂECtiﬂﬂ it 3 .-- r N =, i .

(Rosamond)

Internal Reality:
Vain, calculating, views
\ , beauty as paramount, assesses
/'  Lydgate lEur&a*ly for his
~ cambric handkerchiefs

and haughty aristocratic
NS connections.

b WL

The Observer | Yﬁi
(Mary Garth) g 4%

___,.‘_.-' ’
4 n HE

-

T

i

Internal Reality:
Honest, truth-telling !
fairness. Has a streak of
satiric bitterness. Refesto |}
feign amiability. Demands f
kindness before liking, |||
refusing to admire a man

who “speaks to me without [}
seeming to see me.”
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Synthesis: The Web of Marital Illusions f

In Middlemarch, courtship is a canvas for projecting one’s own desires. |

Dnrnthea s Thread:

itual .
opelieves Casaubon isa pﬂrtal to epic, Spirl s /f

1 h rlnt } .
knowledge. [Reallty A dusty MU Casaubon

s ulat
< Thread: “Beli es Dnmthea isaq \
n's Thread: Believ et 'fears
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Sir ffamfs _ W e Threadt ‘
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{ N ricket to ; %
s L — e —— .
., Z  Central Insight: Every character reads their % s "! ;
S =—1° intended partner not as a human being, butas [ E= 7
A ) e =~ asolution to their own internal inadequacies. = ; b
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. Middlemarch: Book I (Miss Brooke) — A Structural Deconstruction e

Destiny stands by sarcastic with our
dramatzs personae folded in her hand.
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The slow preparation of effects from one life on another has begun. The boundaries of
social intercourse shift, and the tragedy of the blundering life awaits its unfolding.
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