LES MISERABLES,
TOME II: COSETTE

From the Fall of Empires to the Rise of the Wretched
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Hugo's Blueprint
of Chaos

To picture Waterloo, lay a capital A on
the ground.

The entire fate of 19th-century Europe
was disputed within this geometric
plateau. Napoleon held the bottom;
Wellington held the peak.

Hougomont
Reille and Jérome
Bonaparte's attack

A

The Sunken Road of
Ohain to Braine-I'Alleud

Mont-Saint-Jean
Wellington's position

AN\

La Belle-Alliance
Napoleon’s position



The Friction
of Rain

A cloud crossing the sky out of season
was enough to collapse a world.

Napoleon's tactical key—concentrated
artillery fire—was nullified by mud.
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| What Should Have Happened

6:00 AM: Battle begins

What Actually Happened
>0

11:35 AM:
Battle delayed

S -
Napoleon had 240 guns to Wellington's
159, but the earth had to dry before the
bronze could move.
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2:00 PM: wctnry Y &

—> @ (before the Prussians arrive)

5:00 PM:
Prussians arrive



The Duel of Opposites: Two Philosophies of War

f Napoleon ; l A Wellington A

Inspiration & Lightning Style Precision & Geometry
Intuition & Divination State t\lf Mind Prudence & Calculation
Tyrannizing the battlefield MetEhod Exploiting the terrain
The Michelangelo of War Hugo'si\ferdict The Bareme (Calculator) of War

In 1815, the genius was defeated by the calculator.




The Fatal Obstacle:
The Trench of Destiny

3,500 giant Cuirassiers charged the
English center.

A nod of a local peasant’s head
assured Napoleon the path was flat.

Sightline
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THE SUNKEN ROAD
OF OHAIN

Almost a third of Dubois’ brigade collapsed
into this unmapped, 12-foot-deep ravine.
The force meant to crush the English
crushed itself.



The Change of Front
of the Universe

Why did Napoleon lose?
Not because of Wellington.
Not because of Bllcher.

PROVIDENCE

Because of God.

His excessive weight in
human destiny disrupted
the moral equilibrium...

He bothered God.

Waterloo was not merely a battle; it was the hinge of the 19th century.



The Vampires of the Night

Beneath the glory of history are those who feed onit. A camp
follower named Thenardier robs a barely conscious officer
named Pontmercy, inadvertently saving his life in the process.
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1815 to 1823: A World in Shadow

The Recrudescence of Divine Right

The reactionary Bourbon Restoration attempts
to erase the Revolution, replacing grand
tyranny with drab hypocrisy.

The Fall of Monsieur Madeleine

Stripped of his identity as a beloved mayor,
Jean Valjean is recaptured and erased by the |
penal system. -'



The Erasure of a Man

Sent back to the galleys of Toulon, Valjean changes
numbers. He is no longer 24601; he is 9430.

The Secret: During his brief
escape, he hid a fortune of
700,000 francs in the woods
of Montfermeil—a buried
lifeline for the future.




The Heroism of the
Orion (November 1823)

1. The Crisis: A sailor falls and dangles
from the rigging. No one dares help.

2. The Agency: Convict 9430 breaks his
leg-chain with a hammer, climbs the
mast, and saves the man.

3. The Escape: Feigning an accident,
Valjean plunges into the sea between

two ships.

Outcome: The world declares him dead.
He is finally free to become a ghost.




Monttermeil: A Village in the Woods

A quiet village on a high plateau with one critical flaw:
water is incredibly scarce.
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The Woods of Chelles,

Y N

The Rule of the Village: The aristocrats buy water
by the bucket. The poor must fetch it themselves
from a distant spring in the pitch-black woods.




Diagnostic Profile: The Thenardiers

Madame Thénardier Monsieur Thénardier
£y
N
The “Ogress/Gendarme.” A giantess The “Weasel/Philosopher.” A small,
driven by brute force, blind jealousy, pale, calculating man. He speaks softly,
and loud violence. She brings reads, and extracts wealth with cold
the terror. precision. He brings the trap.

Cunning and rage married together. An ideal mechanism for oppression.



The Anatomy of Greed

Thénardier views hospitality as a transaction of absolute exploitation.

Thénardier’s Hospitality System

Charge for the fire
T Charge for the chair
seeking shelter. An empty purse.
Charge for the straw

Charge for the flies the dog eats

“Pluck the woman, peel the child.”
The tavern is not an inn; it is a spider’s web designed to catch the desperate.



The Fly in the Web

Crushed by the woman'’s violence and the
man's calculated neglect, eight-year-old
Cosette Is the servant-slave of the house.

She eats under the table, walks barefoot In
winter, and absorbs the total physical and
psychological weight of the

Thénardier system.



Go fetch some!
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The Nightmare Errand (Christmas Eve, 1823)

A peddler’s horse needs water. The tavern is completely empty. Despite the freezing
pitch-black night, Madame Thénardier forces the terrified eight-year-old out into the
woods with a 15-sou coin and a bucket larger than herself.



The Unreachable Chimera

Stepping out of the tavern, Cosette is paralyzed by a merchant's illuminated shop
window displaying an expensive, majestic doll.

It represents a universe of joy, wealth, and love from which she is completely
locked out. She looks at paradise just before descending into hell.



The Geography of Fear

Every step away from the village strips away her courage.
The only thing pushing her forward into the unknown is the
phantom terror of Madame Thénardier’s fists behind her.

The Last Houses
(Shadowy, quiet, lonely)

The Open Fields

(Complete darkness, terror spikes)




The Apocalypse of the Forest

‘Forests are apocalypses.’ The massive, indifferent enormity of
nature crushes the child. She is completely alone against the
spectral terror of the night, hallucinating ghosts in the branches.



The Weight
of Existence

1. The Loss: At the spring, her 15-sou coin

slips from her pocket into the dark water
unnoticed.

2. The Cold: Freezing water splashes onto
her bare legs.

3. The Physics: The full bucket is physically
heavier than the child. She can only walk
a dozen steps before stopping, sobbing
in absolute despair.
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The Promise Kept

In the absolute depths of the blackness, the bucket suddenly loses its weight.

The ‘ghost’ from the sea—Convict 9430—arrives. The macro forces of Providence that tipped the
scales at Waterloo reach down into the darkness to lift the micro burden of a single, abused child.



